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Thnughts Irom Pastor
| heard the following quotation years ag
and it sticks with me still:
AThe truth will
but first 1t wi

The reality is there are times we do no
hearing the truth. It can make us questi
ourselves. It can make us feel vulnerab
can scare us. Yet, when we sit with the
and acknowledge it the truth can help u
learn and grow.

So, here is some tiiutte at St. James
are at a tipping point. The reality is that
where our worship attendance was stal
for the first 6 years of my ministry here,
pretty stable before that, over the last 4
years it has declined. Part of this is due
the loss of members through death, par
Is because of people who can no longel

.come regularly because of health reasc

and another part is because people do

see worship as a primary focus of their

Along with this, there have been less p¢
willing to step up and help with the mini
tries of the congregation. It means our r
istry is struggling.

Continued on p.2
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then our ministry is for naught. -

H truth is if we are coming on Sun
AY READERS . . .
Morning and expecting everythi

6t-hSal |l y Cost atobe done forourpleasure or e
13t-FHudy Dun| e apectations, then we are coming
20t-Bi m Val ent ichurchforthe wrong reasons.
27tBetty Hal ne Thetruthisthat God loves us,
: and God has set up our salvatic
Words from pastor continued v, ,gh Jesus Christ. What a w
Peopl e wil |l s derful thing. We are freed to live
i ng to do ab o beloved human beings knowifg
truth is this is not about the pihat God wants to be in relation
tor. It is abousi we, as a con- ship with us.
gregation. The truth is, if we a
people of God do not live with Continued on p. 4
God as a central part of our it
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Words from Pastor continued... M
Yet, the other truth is that as beloved , .-
children of God, we are called to be 2%
disciples of Christ which means that BIRTHDAYS
we asked to be a loving presence te . .
others. We are called to serve one| 4 : E g" c g ) ;32 ' : |
. - uz |
another. We are called to step out qlse0 Ml i Cagl) a

our comfort zones and share the
good news of
Christ to others. The truth is if we
not willing to do this, and church i
just about Sunday mornings and
it can do for us, then we are not gr
i ng i n Godos | o

21
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stGabri el l

Go hos-alr v R Il

t-lCourtney
Thompson

a

bQ

Fab t-lRon Warr in
t-Mammy Rodi
e . We mi ght

call ourselves a country club and not
a church. A

Do you feel uncomfortable? Do you
feel p***ed? Then sit with it. What is

ANNIVERSARIES

it about these words that makes yqu
angry? Is it perhaps challenging
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Words from Pastor continue

you in your comfortableness
it calling you to do somethin

more when you do not feel like

it? These are all things we n
to think about, including me.
with 1 t. Pray
Spirit lead and guide you. It
set you free to be and do mc
than think.
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Pl ease mark your areas of

B bﬂoffering pl at e. Pastor or
a Teami in contact with you. Than
NAME_
PHONE# EMAI L

VOLUNTEER OPPORTSUNNDAYE SMORNI NG

9am Adul t ABsbse Shudgadi ng Su.
adult study discussion.
Atblighe the candles prior to

o BelilRiRingngtere church bell annot
of worship.
_ Al tar T@usisligt in the setup & breec

fore & after services.

_ ChoiPractice is held Thursday ev
ing the 10:30am service.

_ Greeitehre Greeter stands in the n
tin, greets worshipers, and dire
_UshéAssists with offering by pas
aisle. Also ushers people to con

_ _ReadieReads the Scriptures during

_CoffeeiPMoavi de a Sunday morning
supplies, and if possible, act a
Cleanup appreciated as well

__Sunday SchooilHeTlepacwhietrh t eachi ng
Sunday morning
Childieravail
day when neede

OTHER GROUPS

Study GrAssp steaded eading stu

ble to help with

_ Outreialchhi s group conducts severa
reach events during the year 1inc
and Holiday baskets for the need

_Prayer Shawl KnTihtitsi nggr oQrpo unpe et s
to knit prayer shawls to distrib

_ _Dr ama GirHeupp with skits on Sunda
open to rehearsing in evenings o0

_St. James FHeal Nimlhan and oversee
to enjoy.
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3pm-7pm
St. James Lutheran Church
609-561-4488
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$10/Ticket & Give out|
Donations Appreciated
Eatin or Take Out $5/decor atfe
Walk-ins Welcome : Prizes flot
CONTACT: DIANE EBY J/Scariest & mo

Commander of Hammonton DAV, Chapter 66 -é y
609-233-3128
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