
St. James Lutheran Church 
 

Our Mission 
Welcoming all people to abide in Christ, to experience 

God’s love, and to do God’s work in the world around us. 
 

 
 

Season of Pentecost 
Welcome to Our Service 
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The congregation responds with the indented bold printed parts. 

Where you see ☩ you may make the sign of the cross, the sign of our baptism. 
 

 Let us rise with body or heart, as you are able.  
 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

Calling all citizens of heaven: exiled dreamers and disciples of love,  
God is close to the outcast and faithful to all. 

 

Calling all pilgrims of the Spirit, carried by the winds of hope,  
God is everywhere at all times, compassionate to all.  

 

Calling all travelers between worlds, who translate compassion into 
peace,  

God makes neighbors of strangers and kin of the forgotten. 
 

Come to worship and be renewed for this long journey.  
Strangers in a strange land, we have come to worship the 
creator of all. 

 

CONFESSIONS AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Gracious One, where do we begin? You call us to do justice,  
 and we explain that justice is complicated.  
 

You ask us to love mercy,  
 and we counter that a show of strength is necessary.  
 

You invite us to walk humbly with you,  
and we struggle to recognize you in our neighbors, in the 
dispossessed, in the poor and hungry places of our own 
hearts.  

 

We confess we have failed to summon the courage and 
compassion required by your call.  

We have treated hospitality as an option, kinship as a choice, 
instead of as the center of our life together.  

 

We have claimed your name, yet rejected your way.  
Forgive us, we pray. 
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ASSURANCE of PARDON  
Friends, hear this good news:  
God’s gift is love that liberates, hope that inspires,  
grace that transforms.  
Each of us alone and all of us together  
are forgiven and set free.  
 Alleluia! Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made 
us for yourself, and our hearts are restless until they rest in 
you. Grant that we may believe in you, call upon you, know you, 
and serve you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord.  Amen. 

 

SCRIPTURE 
 

THE FIRST READING IS WRITTEN IN THE 9TH
 CHAPTER OF ZECHARIAH. 

 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! See, 
your king comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding 
on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. He will cut off the chariot from 
Ephraim and the war horse from Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut 
off, and he shall command peace to the nations; his dominion shall be from 
sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the earth. 
 

As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, I will set 
your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 
 

Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; today I declare that I will 
restore to you double. 
 

Hear what the Spirit is Saying to God’s People. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM WE WILL READ PSALM 145 RESPONSIVELY 
 

The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and 
abounding in steadfast love. 
 

 Lord, you are good to all, and your compassion is over all your 
works. 

 

All your works shall praise you, O Lord, and your faithful ones shall 
bless you.   

They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom and speak of your 
power. 
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That all people may know of your power and the glorious splendor of 
your kingdom. 
 

Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion 
endures throughout all ages. You, Lord, are faithful in all your 
words, and loving in all your works. 

 

The Lord upholds all those who fall and lifts up those who are bowed 
down.  

 
THE SECOND READING IS WRITTEN IN THE 7TH CHAPTER OF ROMANS. 
 

I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do 
the very thing I hate. Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is 
good. But in fact it is no longer I who do it but sin that dwells within me. For 
I know that the good does not dwell within me, that is, in my flesh. For the 
desire to do the good lies close at hand, but not the ability. For I do not do 
the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do. Now if I do what I do 
not want, it is no longer I who do it but sin that dwells within me. 
 

So I find it to be a law that, when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at 
hand. For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, but I see in my 
members another law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to 
the law of sin that dwells in my members. Wretched person that I am! Who 
will rescue me from this body of death? Thanks be to God through Jesus 
Christ our Lord! 
 

Hear what the Spirit is Saying to God’s People.  

 Thanks be to God. 
 

 Let us rise with body or heart, as you are able. 
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO THE 10TH CHAPTERS OF MATTHEW. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus spoke to the crowd saying “To what will I compare this 
generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to 
one another, ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we 
wailed, and you did not mourn.’  “For John came neither eating nor 
drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; the Son of Man came eating 
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and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of 
tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” 
 

Then he began to reproach the cities in which most of his deeds of 
power had been done because they did not repent. “Woe to you, 
Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the deeds of power done in you 
had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago 
in sackcloth and ashes. But I tell you, on the day of judgment it will be 
more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon than for you. And you, Capernaum, 
will you be exalted to heaven? No, you will be brought down to Hades. 
“For if the deeds of power done in you had been done in Sodom, it 
would have remained until this day. But I tell you that on the day of 
judgment it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom than for you.” 
 

At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 
because you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent 
and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such was your 
gracious will. All things have been handed over to me by my Father, 
and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the 
Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal 
him. “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy 
burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn 
from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for 
your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 
 

Hear what the Spirit is Saying to God’s People.  
 Thanks be to God. 
 

 Please be seated. 
 

SERMON 
 
 Let us rise with body or heart, as you are able. 
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APOSTLE’S CREED 
 

Let us affirm our faith. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

When the reader says: “God of grace, Please respond: “Hear our prayer.” 
 

THE PEACE 
 

Jesus offers us peace, not as the world gives, but the peace of his 
gracious and loving presence through the Holy Spirit. May that same 
peace be with you always. 
 

“The peace of Christ be with you.” 
 And also with you. 
 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace and may say, 
"Peace be with you," or similar words. Please reserve conversations for after 
worship. 
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OFFERING 
 

Please be seated as we gather the offering for the mission of the church. Your gifts 
of thankfulness enable us to spread the Good News of God’s love. 

 

 Please stand as you are able as we sing. 
 

GIVE THANKS 
 

Give thanks with a grateful heart 
Give thanks to the Holy One 
Give thanks because God’s given 
Jesus Christ God’s Son (Repeat) 
 

 

And now let the weak say I am strong 
Let the poor say I am rich 
Because of what The Lord has done for us (Repeat) 
Give Thanks, (We give you thanks), 

Give Thanks, (We give you thanks),  

Give Thanks, (We give you thanks), (We Give Thanks) 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Let us Pray 
Blessed are you, O God, for waves of grain and harvesters, 
fruitful vines and winepresses, for our labor and our rest, for the 
gifts of your hand in this land. Transform us and what we offer 
into the banquet of your compassion, serving your love without 
limits through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

 
HOLY COMMUNION 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
Creator of the universe, Ruler of all nations,  
you have blessed us in this land made 
rich with rivers, forests, mountains,  
and creatures great and small.  
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Here, you set before the founders and pioneers of this nation  
an opportunity beyond measure to build 
a realm of justice, peace, and freedom.  
Here you continue to call us 
to be a sign of your reign in all the world.  
For such a place, such a vision, and such a calling, 
we give you thanks as we share in our Lord’s Meal. 
 

On the night of his betrayal, our Lord Jesus took bread and gave 
thanks; broke it and gave it to his disciples saying: “Take and eat, this is 
my body given for you. Do this for remembrance of me.” 
 

Again, after Supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 

With hope, we join our voices with the voices of countless generations, 
languages, and communities as we pray the words Jesus taught us, 
saying: 
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever. Amen.  
 

 
 
 
 



11 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! 
 

Please be seated. As a church of the ELCA we welcome all people to the table to receive 
our Lord’s meal and experience Christ’s presence. Come forward to receive an empty 
cup from the tray. Then come forward to receive the wafer and wine (or grape juice, no 
cup needed). If you prefer, pre-packaged cups are available (Gluten free are available 
and have printing on them). Non-communing people may come forward to receive a 
blessing. 

 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

May the Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior strengthen you and 
keep you in God’s grace.  

Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Let us Pray 
 We thank you, God of heaven and earth, that you fill our 

deepest need with the very gift of Jesus Christ, broken and 
poured out for us. Pour us out into a broken world. Channel our 
common life toward the common good, following the way our 
Savior leads us now and forever. Amen. 

 

AFFIRMATION OF CHRISTIAN VOCATION IN CIVIC LIFE 
 

People of God you are chosen and named as God’s beloved. 
You have received the gift of Christian vocation, 
a holy calling lived out in various dimensions of your life, 
your relationships and communities, your work and your rest. 
Daily and richly we live in the promises of holy baptism, 
sustained by grace to trust God, 
proclaim Christ through word and deed, 
care for others and the world God made, 
and work for justice and peace. 
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I ask you, therefore: 
Will you endeavor to pattern your life on Jesus Christ, 
in gratitude to God and in service to others?  

I will, and I ask God to help me. 
 

Will you strive to pursue the common good in public life, 
nurturing mutual care among neighbors near and far? 

I will, and I ask God to help me. 
 

Will you pledge to bear witness in word and action, commending what 
is true and right, renouncing what is unjust and harmful, and working to 
mend what is flawed?  

I will, and I ask God to help me.  
 

Sovereign God, your Son Jesus lived within the structures of society 
even as he spoke truth to those in power and challenged systems of 
oppression. Give to your servant/s ([name/s]) courage, patience, and 
vision in their commitment to serve in Christ’s name. Empower us all in 
our Christian vocation to be courageous disciples and responsible 
citizens. Grant that our life in the public realm be grounded in love for 
our neighbors, care for the most vulnerable, and respect for the 
common life we share, through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
 Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
 

Go now as people of God’s beloved community, carrying the language 
of compassion and welcome into every interaction, showing hospitality 
to strangers, grace to the weak, and love to all people. Cross the 
boundaries that hatred tries to build, for the wind of the Spirit goes 
where it pleases. 
 

May the God who spoke every language to every nation at Pentecost 
stretch your heart wider than borders, wider than fear. And may the 
creator of all living things bless you and keep you, today and always. 
 Amen. 
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DISMISSAL 
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
 Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
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OUR WORSHIP HAS ENDED; OUR SERVICE BEGINS 
 

Give Thanks CCLI Song No. 20285 © 1978 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music (Admin. By EMI 
Christian Music Publishing) Henry Smith. For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use. 
All rights Reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License No. 3128639. 
 
Liturgy reprinted by permission under Illustrated Ministry. © 2026 Illustrated Ministry, LLC. 
All rights reserved. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving adapted from “The Great Thanksgiving in Observance of 
Independence Day,” The United Methodist Book of Worship © 1992 The United Methodist 
Publishing House. 
 
 

Affirmation of Christian Vocation, Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #43873. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  
 

 

Please Pray for: Dolores Fiori, Laura Librizzi, Claire Gilmore, Diane Eby,  
Winnie Ziegler, Hannah Bonchi, Rita Ricca, Mario Triboletti, Betty Haines, 

Gillian Lee Phillips, Dorcas Schellhas, Maggie Rider, Marlene Triggian, Ed Shine, 
Bob & Ellie Frietag, Christina Spahn, George Cappucio, Dan P., Tom Dixon, 

Arlene Calletta, Mike Fountas, Nick Pobletti, Bill Link, Sophie Stites, 
Arlene Deptula, Thomas Rose, Linda Slater, Chip Stewart, Octavia Marie, Lisa 
’Ambrosia, Chenza Cerrato, Charlie Patton, Ed Marinelli, RoseAnn Lucca, Mia 

Arrison, Carol Ann Conner, Will Longtin, Patricia Dudley, Peggy Bucceri, 
Rita Sarro, Robert DelRoss, John Thame, Gaelen Houck, Rosie Ranier, Paul 

Morris, Corenne Hickey, Walter Meinke, Tennile Limbaugh, Chick Kisby, 
Carol Kaplan, Alex McKee, Sharon Rossiter, Justin Stewart, Sean Bennett, Yuri 

Zaitsev, Joseph Brigandi Jr., Keith Anderson, Kim Canama, Jack Reitz, Ed Volpa, 
Althea Seidel, Colleen Kase, Michael Hozik, Linda Esposito, Chuck Librizzi. 

 

The Prayer List is available in the Narthex – You may submit names after receiving 
the person’s permission for their name to be shared publicly. Please share your name 
so we may follow up on the progress of your loved one. Also, please let us know when 
a name may be removed from list. Thank you . 

 

http://www.ccli.com/
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THE ALTAR FLOWERS ARE GIVEN  
IN LOVING MEMORY OF  

LORRAINE SMITH 
BY HER FAMILY 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

WED. JULY 8 1:00 PM GOD’S STITCHERS 
 7:00 PM EVENING DEVOTIONS 
 
SAT. JULY 11 2:00 PM MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR 
    MARGARET REA 
 

SUN. JULY 12 10:00 AM WORSHIP WITH BRYAN STITES 
 

WED. JULY 15 7:00 PM EVENING DEVOTIONS 
 

SAT. JULY 18 6:00 PM GAME NIGHT 
 

SAT. JULY 25 5:30 PM DINE OUT NIGHT 
 
 
 

Memorial Service for 
Margaret “Marci” Rea on 

Saturday, July 11th at 2:00 PM 
 

The service will be held at the Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation of the South Jersey 

Shore. In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may 
be made to the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of the South Jersey 

Shore, P.O. Box 853, Pomona, NJ 08240. 
 

Located at 75 South Pomona Road, Galloway, NJ 08215. 
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SUPPORTING OUR LOCAL MIGRANT WORKERS  
Donations such as sound-blocking ear plugs 
(disposable or reusable), toiletries (travel size 

shampoo & conditioner, soap, deodorant, razors, wet 
wipes, tooth brushes and paste, brushes and combs), 

as well as electrolyte powder,  
are greatly appreciated. 

 

If you prefer you may donate toward a case of toiletry kits, 
Each kit is $4.75. 5 Kits are $23.75. 1 case of 25 kits is $118.75. 

See giving tree in Narthex.    Due July 5th! 
 

 
 
 

Join us Thursday nights at 
Redeemer Lutheran Church 

in July at 7:00 PM 
for our Summer Concert Series 

 

Rain or shine! Bring a chair, bring a friend, 
and enjoy live music featuring the 

July 9 - K&J Trio 
July 16 - Hawkins Road 

July 23 - Open Mic Night with Trainwreck 
 

Location: 2384 E. Landis Ave, Vineland. 
 

 

WE NEED YOUR INPUT! 
 

Please take a moment to check the 
insert in your bulletin. We’re making 

changes to our altar flower 
arrangements and need your input to 

help guide the decision. 
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Sunday, July 19th, Pastor Pamela 
Werner will be participating in a pulpit 
exchange with Pastor Rachel Sutphin 

from the Presbyterian Church of 
Hammonton. 

 

A pulpit exchange is a long-standing 
tradition where two pastors swap 

congregations for a Sunday, offering each community the gift of 
a fresh voice, shared ministry, and a deeper sense of 

connection with our neighbors. 
 

We look forward to welcoming Pastor Rachel to St. James, and 
to supporting Pastor Pam as she shares the Gospel message 

with our neighbors at the Presbyterian Church. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SCHOOL SUPPLIES COLLECTION 

THROUGHOUT JULY  
 

In partnership with the Presbyterian Church of 
Hammonton, we will be collecting school supplies 

throughout the month of July. This year we are 
focusing on markers and colored pencils to help local 
students start the school year with the tools they need. 

Thank you for giving generously and supporting the 
students in our community. 
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Office Hours: Wednesday’s & Thursday’s 9:30 AM - 1:00 PM 
Church Office: 609-561-4488 

  
 

Ministers ................................................... All the People of God 
Pastor Pamela J. Werner  .......................................  609-335-3083 
Pastor’s Email  .........................................  laffinggal@comcast.net 
Amanda Dilks .................................................................. Secretary 
Church Email  ...............  stjameslutheran@folsom.comcastbiz.net 
Web  ........................................................ www.stjamesfolsom.org 
Organists ..................................  Maria Doukhnai & Matt DiDonato 
Choir Director .......................................................... Matt DiDonato 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship 
Ministers 

This Week: 07/05/26 Next Week: 07/12/26 

Reader Sally Costa Judy May 

Communion 
Assistants 

VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED 

NO COMMUNION 

Altar Guild 
Rose Jones & 
Betty Pollock 

NO COMMUNION 

http://www.stjamesfolsom.org/
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