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Please rise as you are able.  
 

GATHERING WORDS 
 

In our Lenten series we’re embracing questions. 
 

We are pondering what we do not know, 
opening ourselves to uncertainty, 
holding space for discernment. 

This can feel 
Destabilizing. 
Challenging. 
Uncomfortable. 

 

Before we enter this searching time, 
let me tell you something unquestionably true. 
 

God loves you.  
God embraces you. 
And God uses everything - even the uncertain - 
to create love and connection. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

When God made us, God knew what we needed to thrive. 
God made the earth creative and abundant. 
And God gave us partners for the planting,  
for the harvest, for the meal.  
 

But when God gives us an orchard, we hunger for more.  
 

Let us confess our sins together. 
 

First, consider:  
Where have we gone wrong this week? 
 

How have we harmed our relationship with God, 
 with our neighbor,  
 and with ourselves? 
 

[Silence for reflection.] 
 

Now let us confess our sins together. 
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We know we have harmed each other  
 and damaged our relationship with you. 
But we fear that admitting our sin 
 will only drive us deeper into isolation. 
 

So we sneak a bite from the fruit that is not ours to take. 
Then we throw away the evidence of our disloyal decisions. 
We create distractions to hide what we have done. 
We point our fingers at the faults of others. 
We interrogate those who have no reason to lie.  
 

And we avoid you. 
 

God, you are perfect and holy. 
But we are imperfect and lonely. 
And you know we have broken trust, 
 abandoned faith, invested in lies. 
You always discover the wreckage 
 that bears our fingerprints. 
And our shame feels more 
 intimate than your love. 
 

What have we done? 
 

Is it too late to receive your forgiveness? 
 

Friends, even when we sin, God does not accuse. 
God only asks what we have done so we can set down our guilt.  
 

And God only asks where we have gone  
 because God wants to bring us back. 
 

Jesus died to reveal the limitless depth of God’s love. 
 

You can doubt this love. But you can never change the truth of it. 
 

God knows all and forgives all. 
 

The only question that remains is whether we can accept love so freely 
given. 
 

We do. We embrace your mercy, and we thank you, God.  
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PRAYER OF DAY 
Let us Pray 

Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from 
sin and death. Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that 
we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve you in 
righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
  Amen. 

  

 Please be seated 
 

SCRIPTURE 
THE FIRST READING IS WRITTEN IN THE 37TH CHAPTER OF EZEKIAL. 

 

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the 
spirit of the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of 
bones. He led me all around them; there were very many lying in the 
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valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones 
live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you know.” Then he said to me, 
“Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the 
word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause 
breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will 
cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath 
in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the Lord.” 
 

So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, 
suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, 
bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh 
had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no 
breath in them. Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, 
mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the 
four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may 
live.” I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into 
them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 
 

Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of 
Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are 
cut off completely.’ Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says 
the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from 
your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of 
Israel. And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, 
and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit 
within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; 
then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says 
the Lord.” 
 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
WE WILL READ PSALM 130 RESPONSIVELY. 
 

Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord; 
 

O Lord, hear my voice! Let your ears be attentive to the voice of 
my supplication. 

 

If you were to keep watch over sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
 

 Yet with you is forgiveness, in order that you may be feared. 
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I wait for you, O Lord; my soul waits; in your word is my hope. 
 

My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch for 
the morning, more than those who keep watch for the morning. 

 

O Israel, wait for the Lord, for with the Lord there is steadfast love; with 
the Lord there is plenteous redemption. 
 

 For the Lord shall redeem Israel from all their sins. 
 
THE SECOND READING IS WRITTEN IN THE 8TH CHAPTER OF ROMANS. 
To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is 
life and peace. For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is 
hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, and 
those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
 

But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God 
dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not 
belong to him. But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because 
of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who 
raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from 
the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that 
dwells in you. 
 

Word of God, word of life.   Thanks be to God. 
 

 Please rise as able. 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO THE 11TH CHAPTER OF JOHN.   

 

 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and 
her sister Martha. Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with 
perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was 
ill. So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is 
ill.” But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to 
death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be 
glorified through it.” Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her 
sister and Lazarus, after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed 
two days longer in the place where he was. 
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Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” The 
disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone 
you, and are you going there again?” Jesus answered, “Are there not 
twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not 
stumble, because they see the light of this world. But those who walk at 
night stumble, because the light is not in them.” After saying this, he 
told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there 
to awaken him.” The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen 
asleep, he will be all right.” Jesus, however, had been speaking about 
his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. Then 
Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. For your sake I am glad I 
was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” Thomas, 
who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, 
that we may die with him.” 
 

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the 
tomb four days. Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles 
away, and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console 
them about their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, 
she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. Martha said to 
Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 
died. But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of 
him.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” Martha said to 
him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last 
day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who 
believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives 
and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” She said to 
him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the 
one coming into the world.” 
 

When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and 
told her privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” And 
when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. Now Jesus had 
not yet come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had 
met him. The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw 
Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they 
thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. When Mary 
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came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to 
him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 
died.” When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her 
also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He 
said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and 
see.” Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, “See how he loved 
him!” But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the 
blind man have kept this man from dying?” 
 

Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, 
and a stone was lying against it. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” 
Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is 
a stench because he has been dead four days.” Jesus said to her, “Did 
I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” So 
they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, 
I thank you for having heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I 
have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may 
believe that you sent me.” When he had said this, he cried with a loud 
voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came out, his hands and 
feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus 
said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 
 

Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen 
what Jesus did, believed in him. 
 

The Good News of the Word.   Thanks be to God. 
 
SERMON  
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
 

For some, the Apostles’ Creed is like liturgical muscle memory: You 
can say it without thinking about it. 
 

Today we ask you to affirm your faith by answering questions 
so you might truly consider what you believe. 
If you feel unable to affirm your faith today, listen to those around you.  
Let their faith support you as we share these ancient words.  
 

Do you believe there is a God who made us? 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

 

Do you believe this God sent a child named Jesus to save this world? 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
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born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

Do you believe the Holy Spirit animates our faith and empowers the 
church today? 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSON 
 

 At end of each prayer when the pastor says: Merciful God, 
 the response is: Receive our prayer. 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

Jesus offers us peace, not as the world gives, but the peace of his 
gracious and loving presence through the Holy Spirit. May that same 
peace be with you always. 
 And also with you. 
 

 You may greet those around you with the words: “The Peace of 
Christ be with you,” and show an appropriate sign of peace. 

 

OFFERING 
 

 Please be seated. Please remember your offering on the way out 
and place in plate in narthex or mail to the church. Your gifts of 
thankfulness help us to share the Good News of God’s love. 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Let us Pray 
 

God, what will you do with these gifts? 
We may never know.  
 

But we carry a faith passed to us through generations.  
We set the table with food and drink harvested by many hands. 
We break the bread of answered prayers. 
Use the gifts we give today to grow tomorrow’s mercy. 
 

Amen. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 

DIALOGUE 
 

Where is our God? 
 God is here in this place. 
 

Where are your hearts? 
 We have given them to God. 
 
What shall we do in the presence of our God? 
 We shall give our thanks and praise. 
 

TABLE PRAYER 
 

Even the people who knew Jesus best 
carried doubts in their hearts. 
They lived under the burden of unanswered questions. 
And when Jesus gathered them for one last meal, 
uncertainty swirled in their hearts. 
 

So, to explain God's love, and to show it and share it, 
Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
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This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

When we eat this bread and drink this cup  
we never have to question your love for us, Great God. 
Now send the Spirit into this meal and into our hearts. 
 

Blend this food and drink with holiness. 
Fuse our searching souls with your perfect friendship, 
and we will become people who delight in what you have done 
and joyfully wonder what you shall make of us today. 
 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Jesus, you invited us to ask you for anything we need. 
So we pray: …  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven. 

 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
 and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE 
 

If you wonder whether God really wants you at this table, 
Jesus answers yes. 
Bring your unanswered questions with you, 
because the Spirit unquestionably beckons you 
to taste the truth of God’s love. 
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SHARING OUR LORD’S SUPPER 
 

Please be seated. We believe God’s grace is available to all and all 
are welcome to the table to receive of the meal, or to receive a 
blessing. Please pick up a cup as you come forward and proceed to 
receive the wafer and wine. Grape juice is provided for those who 
choose; you do not need a cup. Indicate to the assistant your desire 
for grape juice. Pre-packaged cups are available also. 

 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

May the Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior strengthen and keep 
you in God’s grace. 
 Amen. 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

Embodied God, 
at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. 
With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise, 
empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors 
and touch the world with your love. Amen. 

 

SENDING 
 

Each week in Lent you are invited to think and pray over the question 
asked in the sending. 
 

Go now to serve Jesus, the savior who calls the dead to exit the grave. 
 

As you leave, seek out those who suffer this week. 
 

Many people struggle and they do not understand our trust in 
God’s resurrecting power.  

 

How will you walk with them?  
 

What do they need to know true hope? 
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DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Ask questions. Serve in love. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 
 

 
Ask: Sunday Liturgy by Justin Kosec and Kathryn Pocalyko, 
copyright © 2023 Barn Geese Worship. 
 
 

 
Portion of Service also reprinted from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022, 
Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #43873. 
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PRAYER LIST 
 

Please Pray for: Jennifer Johnson, Dolores Fiori, Laura Librizzi, Joan 
& Marx Heller, Nancy Bertino, Diane Eby, Hannah Bonchi, Lee Phillips, 
Rita Ricca, Dorcas Schellhas, Claire Gilmore, Don Haines, Henry 
Butterhoff, Bette Jackson, Julie Comunale, Sue Chille, Maggie Rider, 
Dawn Mamula, Marlene Triggian, George Smith Jr., Catherine Sabatini, 
Sharon Schwabs, Edythe Aselta, Margaret Rea, Toni Marinelli, Fran 
Penza, Dave Colofranson , Bob & Ellie Frietag, Ed Shine, Janet 
(Schellhas) Cappuccio, Tessa (Tichy) Duba & Baby J.D., Christina 
Spahn, Emily Shenansky, Pierre LaCombe, George Cappuccio, Sue 
Cossabone, David Dilks, and All Service Members. 
 

Prayer List Guidelines – You may submit names after receiving the 
person’s permission for their name to be shared publicly. Each month, 
the list is created newly, and you may resubmit name(s). Please 
share your name so we may follow up on the progress of your loved one. 
 

The Prayer List is available in the Narthex. 
 

Office Hours: Wednesdays & Thursdays 9:30-1:00 
Please call to see if secretary is available. 

Church office  609-561-4488 
 

 

Pastor Pamela J. Werner  ................................................  609-335-3083 
Pastor’s Email  ................................................  laffinggal@comcast.net 
Amanda Dilks ........................................................................... Secretary 
Church Email  ....................  stjameslutheran@folsom.comcastbiz.net 
Web  ................................................................. www.stjamesfolsom.org 
Organists ..........................................  Maria Doukhnai & Michael Hozik 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.stjamesfolsom.org/
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

TODAY 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM KIDS AND FAMILY DAY AT  
THE FUNNY FARM (bring a 
donation) 

 

 EASTER OUTREACH BACKET ITEMS DUE TODAY! 
 

TUE. MAR 28 7:00 PM OUTREACH TASK GROUP 
 

WED. MAR 29 6:00 PM SOUP SUPPER 
 7:00 PM STUDY AND DEVOTIONS 
 

THUR. MAR 30 6:00 PM DINE-OUT AT OYSTER CREEK 
 

SUN. APRIL 2 9:00 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 10:00 AM WORSHIP 
 11:00 AM COFFEE HOUR 
 

WED. APRIL 5 6:00 PM SOUP SUPPER 
 7:00 PM STUDY AND DEVOTIONS  
 

It is time to start preparations for  
St. James Easter Egg Hunt! We are 

asking for small, individually wrapped 
candy to fill our plastic eggs. The 

Easter Candy donation basket will be 
located in the narthex.  

    Thank you for your generosity! 

 
Our next DINE OUT will be this Thursday, March 
30th at 6:00pm. This time we will be eating at 
Oyster Creek in Smithville. If you would like to 
carpool, we will meet at the church at 5:15pm. 
Please be sure to sign up by TODAY in the narthex 
if you plan on joining us! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



17 

 

Our 175th Anniversary Celebration is quickly 
approaching. Each of you are a part of our ministry. 
We would like to invite you to take a puzzle piece for 
you to decorate in any way that reflects you! 
If you decide to be a part of our puzzle, please fill out 
the sheet in the narthex located with the 
puzzle pieces. Return by April 23rd. 

 
 

For Lent: Now through April 9th, we are 
collecting items for Pete’s Pantry, a group 
based in Berlin, who make Baby Bundles for 
those in need. They are looking for the 
following items:   
 

Diapers, baby wipes, baby toiletries, infant toys, bibs, burp cloths, 
new or gently used clothing (0-9 months),  

receiving and handmade blankets. 
 

RIGHT NOW, THEY ARE IN DESPERATE NEED OF THE FOLLOWING 

(ANY BRAND): BABY SHAMPOO, BABY WASH, BABY LOTION AND 

DIAPER RASH CREAM.  
 

LENTEN SOUP AND STUDY 
WEDNESDAYS, MARCH 1 - APRIL 5. 

6pm - SOUP, 7pm - STUDY 
Join us for a time of fellowship, soup, and study. 
Sign-up sheets for making soup and helping to 
set up are in the narthex. Looking for 2 soup 

makers a week. Also, please sign up if you plan to come for supper so 
we know how much soup will be needed. Thank you. 

 

GET YOUR ZEN ON 
SAT., APRIL 15 – 4:30 PM 

Come out for some relaxing and creative time with Lily 
Doyle of Undercover Artist. She will lead us in making 
Zen Doodle Sculptures. For All ages and no artistic 
talent needed. Please sign up for this as we do need a 
count for supplies. 
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SUNDAY, APRIL 16, 11 am 
 Are you Interested in joining St. James as a 
member of our Church? Gather with us after 
church for a new members session. Learn 
about our Lutheran Tradition and about  
St. James, and what it means to be a 

member. Your reception into St. James can be scheduled at your 
convenience following this session. 
 

 

Our Mission 
Welcoming all people to abide in Christ, 

to experience God’s love, and  
to do God’s work in the world around us.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Worship Ministers This Week: 03/26/23  Next Week: 04/02/23  

Usher Volunteer Needed Volunteer Needed 

Greeter Volunteer Needed Volunteer Needed 

Reader Dolores Fiori Fred Tichy 

Communion Assistants Volunteers Needed Volunteers Needed 

Altar Guild Volunteer Needed Volunteer Needed 

Coffee Hour No Coffee Hour Jonah & Kimberlee Moran 
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